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The Mystery of Dar lington Manor

A Dramatic Adventure for Castle Falkenstein
by Thibaut Hair

Translation from French
by Jérôme Darmont

Synopsis

The Characters are brought to investigate the mysterious death of Lord Charles Darlington,
an influent character at the Chamber of Lords. Darlington is indeed to be assassinated by his
own brother, Henry, who is actually a Prussian agent. Henry facilit ated the building of a secret,
subterranean base located under the family household: Darlington Manor, in the North of
Scotland. This base purpose is the construction of a new kind of submarine that would be able
to ensure naval supremacy to Prussia. A famous dwarven engineer, Sebastian Deepwater, his
held prisoner underground, and forced to work on the project.

Furthermore, several wizards from the Druidic Temple are meeting at Darlington Manor.
Their goal is to retrieve the Codex Merlini, a very important grimoire to them, which is
supposed to be hidden somewhere in the vicinity.

The place

Darlington Manor is located in Scotland, between the towns of Stonehaven (4.5 miles
South from Darlington Manor) and Aberdeen (10 miles North-West from Darlington Manor).
The nearest vill age is Glenn Tarach (less than one mile South-East from Darlington Manor). It
is a small community of f ishers. The manor stands between two monumental cli ffs and a
desolated land which only place of interest is a circle of standing stones about one mile North-
East from the manor.

Darlington Manor proper is constituted of a main building dating from the XVIII th century
and holding a lot of rooms (bedrooms, off ice, library, great hall…). The servants live on the
last floor, under the roof. There is also a chapel (where the secret door leading to the
underground stands), and stables.

There are ruins of an old tower near the cli ff edge, about 200 yards South from the manor.
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Dramatis Personae

Lord Char les Dar lington

This wealthy aristocrat was unlucky enough to discover his brother plots. He shall pay it
with his li fe the first night the Characters sleep at Darlington Manor…

Social Graces: GR Exchequer: GR Education: GD
Connections: EXC Health: 5

Henry Dar lington

The brother of the reputable Lord Darlington is nobody else but the head of a Prussian
spying network in Great Britain. His tremendous ambition lead him to betray his country. He
indeed uses the isolated situation of Darlington Manor to design an experimental submarine.
He is cynical, canny, and is totally unscrupulous.

Comeliness: GD Courage: GD Stealth: GD
Fencing: GR Physique: GR Health: 8

Hermann von Schlossenberg

He is one of the best spies working for Prussia. He is here to supervise work on the
submarine. He is beginning to be fed up with hiding in the manor underground and his
relationship with Henry Darlington, whom he thinks is an arrogant man, deteriorates from day
to day.

Athletics: GD Courage: GD Fencing: GD
Physique: GR Health: 8

Otto and Kurt

These two Prussians are fanatically devoted to von Schlossenberg. They spend most of
their time working on the submarine and never go out.

Athletics: GD Tinkering: EXC Courage: GD
Fisticuffs: GD Marksmanship: GD Speak English: PR
Health: 6

James McGowan

Off icially, he is Darlington Manor’s butler. However, his Scottish nationalist feelings and
his hatred for England made him join the Prussians… He knows everything that is going on at
the manor and is Henry Darlington eff icient lieutenant.

Stealth: EXC Perception: GD Health: 5
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Patr ick O’Grady

O’Grady is the manor’s stableman. He has also joined the Prussians, because Henry
promised him a good reward if the project was completed. He is used for all the dirty work, but
it does not bother him… on the contrary!

Athletics: GD Courage: GD Education: PR
Fisticuffs: EXC Physique: GR Health: 8

Lady Helena

She is Lord Darlington’s only daughter, and associates a great beauty to an abysmal
naivete.

Social Graces: GD Comeliness: EXC Charisma: GR
Courage: PR Education: GD Perception: PR
Health: 4

Richard Pendergast

This renown entomologist is not present at Darlington Manor to supplement his collection
of insects, whatever he claims… He is here as a high dignitary from the Druidic Temple et tries
to find the Codex Merlini, an ancient thaumaturgy treatise that is hidden somewhere in the area.

Courage: GD Stealth: PR Sorcery: GR
Health: 6

Mary Greenwood

Under the insignificant appearance of a maid hides a skill ful sorceress! She will do
everything she can to help Richard Pendergast.

Comeliness: GD Stealth: GR Sorcery: GD
Health: 5

Samuel Knight

Glenn Tarach's physician is also a wizard from the Druidic Temple. He does not really
appreciate Richard Pendergast (whom he is jealous of), and hopes he will fail to recover the
Codex Merlini.

Charisma: GD Education: GR Physician: GR
Perception: GD Sorcery: GD Health: 5
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Max and Elisabeth Raspberry

The gardener and his wife, who works as a cook, have nothing to do with what is going on
at Darlington Manor. These people are actually too good to notice any evil hiding in the manor.

Health: 6 and 4

Chronology

June 27, 1872

The Characters are about to leave a very fancy reception at the French Embassy in London.

When they just walk out the building, they witness a scene that could end tragically: a cab
pulled by crazed horses is rushing toward a young lady who stands, petrified by the danger,
right in the vehicle’s way.

By reacting quickly, they can save her. They will t hen be sincerely thanked by his father,
who is nobody else but Lord Darlington.

July 25, 1872

The Characters receive an invitation to spend a few days at Darlington Manor, Lord
Darlington’s Scottish summer residence, starting August 5. If they accept, someone will pick
them up at Stonehaven station.

August 3, 1872

Lord Darlington, back to Darlington Manor in order to supervise the Characters visit,
understands what his brother is up to. A fight ensues between the brothers, witnessed by Max
Raspberry, the manor’s gardener.

Lord Darlington has to go back to London for business. He leaves the problem to be solved
later, but promises to do so when he returns.

Richard Pendergast arrives at the manor in the afternoon.
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August 5, 1872

Lead by Patrick O’Grady, the Characters arrive to Darlington Manor at the beginning of
the afternoon. Henry welcomes them, excusing his brother, who will be there only in the
evening.

The Characters may then explore the area and the manor, and meet with the inhabitants.

Lord Darlington arrives a short time before dinner, which is uneventful, though there is
undoubtedly a sort of tension between the Darlington brothers.

After dinner, everybody goes to the smoking room. When the Characters are back in their
rooms, a virulent argument starts between Lord Darlington and his brother, in the off ice. Henry
stabs Charles, and then leaves the room, taking with him the key and the weapon he used.

August 6, 1872

Soon after waking up, the Characters learn through Henry that his brother cannot be found.
He does not seem to have gone to bed. Right at his time, James McGowan announces that the
off ice is locked and that nobody answers.

With the Characters help, Henry should force the door open easily… and “discover” Lord
Darlington’s cadaver, collapsed on his desk in a pool of blood!

Taking advantage of the confusion, Henry drops the room key on a piece of furniture
located near the door.

Helena comes in right at this moment, and viewing the cadaver, vanishes with a scream.

Energetically taking things in charge, Henry orders James to go to Glen Tarach warn the
police, while he carries his niece in her bedroom.

The Characters can take advantage of the situation to search the off ice. Here is what they
can find:

• it seems that Lord Darlington has been stabbed twice with a pretty thin blade. Nobody can
find the weapon, though;

• the safe is open and contains a good sum in cash. It also contains a copy of Lord
Darlington’s testament (the manor is made his brother’s, everything else goes to his
daughter. She will not be able to benefit from it until she reaches her majority, though.
Since then, Henry will have to manage her fortune…). The original is kept by Harold
Ipswitch, a lawyer from London;

• the off ice key lies inside the room;

• several documents have been burnt in the fireplace. It is still possible to discover a piece of
envelope on which can be read the letters MINIS… (…try of Defense), and a pretty old plan
of Darlington Manor (that does not mention the underground).
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One hour later, four people arrive at the manor: there are two policemen in uniform,
inspector Lestrade (who, unfortunately, was on holidays in the area), and Samuel Knight, the
vill age physician.

Lestrade hastily searches the off ice, and then requests that nobody leaves the manor
without his consent. He wishes to interrogate all the susp… witnesses. When it is the turn of
one of the Characters, James McGowan breaks into his room and hides the crime weapon in it.
However, pressed by time, he does not take care of doing his job well , so the trapped character
will have the time to discover the knife before Lestrade starts searching the whole manor.

Before going back to Glen Tarach with the physician, Lestrade advises (?!) the Characters
once again not to leave the area before the end of his investigation. One of the policemen stays
at the manor, so that nothing dramatic happens any more.

At one o’clock in the morning, Richard Pendergast, Mary Greenwood, and Samuel Knight
meet at the cromlech to put together what they discovered in their quest for the Codex Merlini.

At two o’clock, Pendergast is back in his room. He fumbles in the stairway and makes
some noise before making it to his room. If the Characters investigate, they can find a small
piece of paper with a mysterious inscription (see Appendix #5), which was lost by Pendergast
in the stairway.

August7, 1872

Nothing special happens during daytime. The Characters can investigate as they wish.

However, at dusk, Sebastian Deepwater tries to escape from the underground where he is
held prisoner (though the chapel secret door). As soon as he makes it outdoors, he is shot by
Kurt, who presumably will not have the time to dissimulate the body before the Characters
arrive.

Deepwater is easily identified: his name is carved inside his golden watch.

August, 8 1872

In the morning, Richard Pendergast discovers the Codex Merlini if the Characters have not
found it before.

If the Characters are close to the truth, Henry orders O’Grady to eliminate them by causing
“accidents”…

August 9, 1872

At nine o’clock in the morning, the submarine heads toward the British Fleet maneuver
zone and, three hours later, sinks the HMS Trafalgar…
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Appendix

Appendix #1: The submar ine

Known under the name of U-4, this project’s aim was to develop a new generation of more
eff icient, easier to handle submarines that would need only a small crew. The first attempts
were not successful, and Prussia turned its efforts toward other kinds of armament…

Until the day a dwarven engineer published his work about practical applications of a
revolutionary pumping system. Thanks to the spying network implanted in Great Britain, it was
a child’s play for Prussians to abduct the dwarf and to take him to Scotland, where their secret
headquarter was located.

The (unwilli ng) help provided by the engineer was decisive, and in three weeks, a
submarine prototype was assembled.

It has been successfully tested on a British trawler. The next step is to sink the HMS
Trafalgar, which is currently performing maneuvers in the North Sea.

Appendix #2: A few interesting tomes from the manor ’s library

First, Sebastian Deepwater’s work can be found: Practical usage of mechanical pumps in
bathyscaph design. Written in a fairly complex scientific jargon, it is not an easy reading for a
neophyte. It deals with practical applications of a special steam pump in the design of vehicles
meant to explore the depths of sea.

Another interesting treatise is Scottish Legends. Along with the usual ghost stories can be
discovered the tale of the Darlington curse (see below).

An history of castles in Great Britain can reveal that the old castle was built i n the XII th

century. It was nicknamed “Nidus Aquili nus” (the eagle nest).

Appendix #3: The curse

People whisper that in 1724, John Darlington lived a li fe of debauchery. With a couple of
companions, he terrorized the area, committing number of transgressions. Only Father Bertram,
Glenn Tarach’s parish priest, was resolute to oppose him. When John Darlington learnt he was
pushing people to rebel against him, he put him in jail . The priest, beaten and tortured,
eventually died, but cursed his tormentor: “Neither you nor your heirs shall meet a peaceful
death!”

Three days later, John Darlington fell from his horse, broke his neck and died on the
spot…

If the Characters openly take interest in this legend, Henry pushes them in this way,
perfectly knowing it is mostly pure fiction.
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Appendix #4: The Codex Merlini

This tome would have been written par Merlin himself. Having disappeared for more than
ten centuries, it became legendary, and nobody truly knows what it is about. Recently, the
Druidic Temple came in possession of documents indicating the grimoire location. However,
they were coded…

This book is a heavy leather bound volume, dark in color. The text is written in Latin on
old, yellow parchment.

It contains the following spells: Vision of the Past, Knowledge of the Present, Prophecy,
which allows to gain some wisdom about a past, present, or future event.

Thaumic levels (♠)

• Vision of the Past: 12
• Knowledge of the Present: 12
• Prophecy: 12

Appendix #5: The Codex hiding place

The druids own a parchment on which is indicated the place where the grimoire is hidden.
Unfortunately, this message is coded and, up to now, they do not know what it refers to…

The text (whose copy is lost by Pendergast the 6th of August) looks like this:

� � � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � �  � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � �  � � � 	 � � � � �

� � � � � � 	 � � � � � 	 � � � 	 � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � 	 � 	 � � � � � 	 �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

Here is what must be understood: from the top of the tower, look in the indicated direction.
A single tree may be seen. As high as its seventh branch, a skull i s nailed. By letting a small
object fall through its left eye and counting 50 paces from the tree, in the direction indicated by
the place the object fell , the spot where the Codex is buried can be found. The book is
preserved by a metal chest.

Appendix #6: Newspapers

Eventually, here are two pages of newspaper in which the Characters could find a couple
of clues during play.



THE TIMES
August 5, 1872

THE WEST ENGINE SOCIETY
OFFERS A REWARD

Still having no news from Sebastian
Deepwater, who has disappeared without a
trace from his London flat three weeks ago,
The West Engine society has just offered a
£100 reward to anyone who could help
locating the engineer. Mr. Purple, Director
of West Engine (where the missing engineer
was employed), declared he was confident
this method will be fruitful.

ROYAL VISIT

His Majesty Frederick VII of Denmark
arrives tomorrow in London. The sovereign,
who has settled to stay four days in our
country, has declared having great pleasure
in this journey, and hoping it will help
strengthening the bonds between our two
nations.
(Read on page 7)

SARAH BERNHARDT IN LONDON!

We shall have the pleasure to go applause
the talented French actress in London early
next month. Mrs. Sarah Bernhardt will
indeed perform the “Dame aux camélias” at
the Royal Theater from September 2 to
September 19.
(Read on page 4)

A MOSTLY AWAITED EVENT

All the amateurs of scientific novelties will
certainly be at the Academy of Sciences
tonight, to attend the debate between
Professor Chalenger and his eminent peer
Professor Moorman, on the theme: Analysis
and interpretation of Precambrian fossils.
The discussion is expected to be amazing, as
usual.

DISASTER AT SEA

Yesterday evening occurred a catastrophe
that could have occurred only in the middle
of the ocean: the trawler City of Falmouth
sank in a few minutes near Fair Island, for
no apparent reason. The crew of the Falstaff,
which was cruising nearby, could just
helplessly witness the disaster, so sudden
was the wreck. There would be no survivors
and, facing the horror of this situation, we
can only deplore the piti ful state of the
British fishing fleet when our Navy rules the
seas everywhere.

CRIMINAL FIRE ON THE DOCKS

Several warehouses of the East India Co.,
located on St. Katherine docks, have been
destroyed by a violent fire that, according to
the police, has a criminal origin. A man seen
near the warehouses a short time before the
fire started is actively wanted by the police,
as the prime witness.



THE TIMES
August 6, 1872

SCANDAL AT
THE ACADEMY OF SCIENCES

The debate yesterday opposing Professor
Chalenger and Professor Moorman rapidly
degenerated, Professor Chalenger quali fying
his colleague’s theories of “absurdities” .
After a sharp argument, both eminent
scientists would have come to a fight
without the spectators intervention. The
conference has been reported to Thursday.
Let us hope it will restart on more peaceful
bases.

MANEUVERS OF THE FLEET

In three days, li ke every year, will t ake place
the maneuver exercises of the Home Fleet.
The chosen theater of operations is this time
the North Sea, the more plausible fighting
location in case of major conflict with
Prussia.
Our boys will have to surpass themselves,
since the Prince of Wales himself will
witness the exercises at sea from the
flagship HMS Trafalgar.

SERIES OF JEWEL ROBBERIES
IN LONDON

Since one month, a band of dangerous
culprits operates in the capital, openly
defying the police. This time, the criminals
audaciously attacked the Barnett & Sons
jewelry, stealing a loot of more than
£50,000. Inspector Gregson, from Scotland
Yard, estimates that the burglars capture is a
matter of day, a serious clue having been
discovered.

WILLIAM CARTER SAFE!

The explorer, who gave no news for three
months, managed to reach Nairobi after a
long journey. We all remember Carter swore
to discover the mythic elephants cemetery.
This new expedition was a failure, but
Carter is told to prepare yet another journey.
He would be this time be accompanied by
map specialist John Spade, who intends to
draw a map of this mostly unknown area in
Eastern Africa.

IMPORTANT UPROARS IN IRELAND

Numerous laborer riots started in the main cities of Ireland yesterday, after a decision to keep
the wages at their current rate. Violent fights opposed laborers and policemen, causing many
casualties and damages.
Sir Willi am Gordon-Smythe, whose metallurgic factories near Dublin are currently occupied by
the rioters, declared he did not want to yield, at any price, to these demands.
(Read on page 9)


